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Saturday, 18 July, 2026
RADICAL WONTHAGGI WOMEN HONOURED WITH PUBLIC ART
A pioneering collective that forged a lasting legacy for the Wonthaggi district and played a nationally significant role in the union and strike movements has been celebrated with a permanent piece of public art.
The latest work completed as part of the Victorian Women’s Public Art Program was launched at a community event today – a mixed media artwork mounted on the Union Theatre.
The artwork, titled Radical Women, commemorates the Wonthaggi Miners Women’s Auxiliary (WMWA), a group of striking miners’ wives who created the first women's auxiliary of a mining union.
Formed in Wonthaggi in 1934 during a five-month coal miners’ strike, the WMWA’s initial purpose was to raise funds and provide support for the miners who went on strike over pay cuts, mass layoffs and poor working conditions.
Their efforts ensured the strike could continue until the miners’ demands were met.
After the strike, the women continued to fundraise and fought for community and women’s amenities in the area. They educated women on mining and political issues. They lobbied for a maternity wing at the Miners’ Hospital, a restroom for mothers, a kindergarten and a public library.
Artist Kay Abude designed and completed the artwork celebrating the WMWA. She has been the recipient of numerous grants, including Creative Australia Project Grants in 2025 and 2023, Hume Arts Activity Grants in 2025 and 2022, a City of Melbourne Creative Laneways Project Grant in 2021 and a Play King Foundation Grant at the Australian Tapestry Workshop in 2020.
For this project, Kay worked alongside community members, running a series of workshops to share knowledge, memories and perspectives.
The collective effort to produce the artwork reflects the work of the WMWA to organise for the Wonthaggi community.
The second round of the Victorian Women’s Public Art Program is supported by a $1.2 million investment through the Treasurer’s Community Support Fund, and seeks to ensure the stories of a diverse group of Victori-an women are permanently recognised in public places across the state.
The series of six permanent works unveiled through the program will help to tell a more accurate and inclusive story of Victoria.
To learn more about the radical women of the Wonthaggi Miners Women’s Auxiliary, visit vic.gov.au/radical-women 
To read the full list of projects visit vic.gov.au/victorian-womens-public-art-program
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