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Tuesday, 3 March, 2026
HELP RECOGNISE VICTORIANS’ EFFORTS KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE
Victorians are being called on to recognise the commitment of those who make a positive difference in the lives of children, young people and their families by nominating them for the 2026 Victorian Protecting Children Awards. 
The prestigious awards have been running for 23 years and celebrate the individuals, teams and organisations who go above and beyond to support some of our most vulnerable children and families.   
People working across the child and family services sector, child protection, government, and academic organisations can be nominated, as well as foster and kinship carers, permanent carers, volunteers and community members. 
The 12 award categories are: 
· Robin Clark Leadership Award 
· Robin Clark Making a Difference Award 
· Minister's Award for Excellence in Protecting Children 
· Foster Carer Award 
· Kinship Carer Award 
· Engaging Kids in School Award 
· Keeping At Risk Young People Safe Award 
· CREATE Positive Impacts Award – managed by the CREATE Foundation 
· Child and Youth Empowerment Award – managed by the Commission for Children and Young People 
· The Walda Blow Aboriginal Children and Young People Award – managed by the Commission for Children and Young People 
· Leaving a Legacy Award – managed by the Centre for Excellence in Child and Family Welfare 
· Chief Practitioner’s Award – open to Department of Families, Fairness and Housing staff only 
Anyone can submit nominations, which are open until 9 April. Finalists will be announced in late July. An awards ceremony will be held in September.
To find out more and to nominate visit: dffh.vic.gov.au/victorian-protecting-children-awards
If you’re passionate about making a positive difference to the lives of children, a career in child protection might be for you. For more information on child protection jobs or visit: vic.gov.au/child-protection-jobs
Quotes attributable to Department of Families, Fairness and Housing Community Operations Practice Leadership Deputy Secretary Danny O’Kelly
“The Victorian Protecting Children Awards are a fantastic way to honour the people and teams who demonstrate excellence in their work supporting children, young people and families.”
“Now is the time to recognise the tireless work of child protection staff, service agencies and carers in protecting vulnerable children and young people.”
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