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The 36th ACF was hosted by the Winda-Mara Aboriginal Corporation (Winda-Mara) on Gunditjmara Country bringing together senior leadership from across Victoria, including the Department of Education and the Victorian Aboriginal Education Association Incorporated (VAEAI). Being on Country highlights the richness and importance of community and connection to Country for Aboriginal people. The forum showcased the strength of connection and cultural identity, and the depth of local Aboriginal leadership. This leadership was demonstrated at Tae Rak, through the Welcome to Country, the Koondoonm Yarkeen Karweeyn dancers, and community champions of Winda-Mara who presented and participated at the forum. The forum highlighted the importance of intergenerational knowledge, cultural continuity and strong community leadership, nurturing and empowering Aboriginal children to become leaders, ‘it takes a village to raise a child’. This success of the local community is grounded in Winda-Mara’s commitment to raising strong, proud and culturally connected people.
Peta McCammon, the Secretary of the Department of Families, Fairness and Housing (DFFH), was proud to recognise that in 2025-26, for the first year in over a decade, the number of Victorian Aboriginal children in care decreased. Six areas (Inner and Outer Gippsland, Goulburn, Inner and Outer Eastern Melbourne, and Ovens Murray) met Closing the Gap Target 12[footnoteRef:2] for June 2026.  [2:  Closing the Gap Target 12: By 2031, reduce the rate of over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in out-of-home care by 45 per cent.] 

These outcomes demonstrate the power of partnerships across government and Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations (ACCOs), the focused work of the ACF, and the commitment and accountability of the signatories to Wungurilwil Gapgapduir: Aboriginal Children and Families Agreement.  
The ACF partners acknowledged the significant work of the Department of Education over the last 12 months and their willingness and goodwill to share the latest information on PROTECT, modified timetables, and the new Marrung Community Data Dashboard. The strengthened evidence base supported frank, productive conversations about the current state, what’s working, and where future investment should focus. 
The forum partners committed to finding ways to better engage ACCOs, parents and the local community in supporting children and young people to fully engage in school. Children's education in the community is everyone’s business. The policy platform is in place; the challenge now is building local relationships so everyone feels welcome and contributes to improved education outcomes for children and young people, particularly those in care. Getting school right changes lives. 
Many stories and case studies were presented on what’s working. The solutions are known. The challenge is to continue and expand what works through ongoing, sustained investment and partnership. For example, participation rates are high in the early years. How can partners, ACCOs and the community collectively translate this and other successes into primary and senior school, especially during the transition years? The ACF also considered possible joint outcomes for inclusion in portfolio plans for the Children Youth and Families Amendment (Supporting Strong and Stable Families) Act 2026.
David Howes, the Secretary of the Department of Education, expressed strong commitment to the partnership and proposed that the joint forum meet annually. In the interim, shared work will continue to ensure children and young people, and their parents feel culturally safe at school, connected to the community, and supported to achieve their aspirations.
Minister for Children, Lizzie Blandthorn, reflected on achievements over the past four years, including the Aboriginal Children’s Forum becoming more self-determined, government’s commitment to supporting Aboriginal self-determination through the Statement of Recognition Act, Treaty, the expansion of Aboriginal Children in Aboriginal Care and Community Protecting Boorais, and the refresh of the Wungurilwil Gapgapduir Action Plan. 
These achievements, alongside the work of ACCOs, are at the heart of driving improved outcomes for First Nations children and families. Minister Blandthorn also highlighted the positive progress to support Aboriginal children in their early learning, education and aspirations, with over 4,000 First Nations children enrolled in 3-and 4-year-old; truly giving them the best start in their learning journey. 
The Co-Chairs, Professor Muriel Bamblett and Jason Kanoa, both emphasised that it is time to lift aspirations for what Aboriginal children and young people can achieve in education and, in turn, open-up future life choices. There is great optimism that this can be achieved given the goodwill in the room and progress to date. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk37240926]To receive this document in another format, email Aboriginal Children’s Forum Aboriginal.Childrens.Forum@dffh.vic.gov.au
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing, October 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk62746129]Except where otherwise indicated, the images in this document show models and illustrative settings only, and do not necessarily depict actual services, facilities or recipients of services. This document may contain images of deceased Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
In this document, ‘Aboriginal’ refers to both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. ‘Indigenous’ or ‘Koori/Koorie’ is retained when part of the title of a report, program or quotation.
ISSN 2982-3064 - Online (word) 
Available at DFFH Aboriginal Children’s Forum https://www.dffh.vic.gov.au/aboriginal-childrens-forum



image1.png
0
0.o~
W..oo

NG D XININ

-Tl///

A WWAVAVAVAVA





image2.png
°R|A Families,

State Fairness )
Government and Housing





