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The 33rd Aboriginal Children’s Forum (ACF) was a milestone event with three Secretaries from the Department of Families, Fairness and Housing, Department of Education and the Department of Health, and the Minister for Children, Lizzie Blandthorn MP, in attendance. All gave their full commitment to strengthening cross-portfolio work and to continue to share data and work with ACCOs to improve the health, wellbeing and education outcomes for their communities. 
Participants were warmly welcomed by Stacie Piper, a proud Wurundjeri, Dja Dja Wurrung, and Ngurai Illum-Wurrung woman. As a member of the Djirri Djirri Wurundjeri women's dance group, she actively works to revive and pass on her culture through language, song, and dance. 
The focus of this ACF was Wungurilwil Gapgapduir Priority One: Equitable local access to Aboriginal models of prevention and early intervention services. As the ACF and its portfolio partners continue to work towards their aspirations and securing further investment, especially for prevention and early intervention, more can be achieved through improved relationships and partnering. Each of the departmental Secretaries made it clear they were there to listen, share and commit to working more closely with ACCOs on proven local initiatives that could be scaled for impact. 
The ACF heard that ACCOs have the know-how to implement practical, workable solutions matched to local circumstances. A cross-portfolio focus on prevention and early intervention is essential to Closing the Gap – without it, the gap will continue to widen, and more children will be removed from their families, disengage from education and have poor health outcomes.
The Secretaries of the Department of Health and Education expressed their commitment to joining up work across government, including transparent sharing of data and accountability for policies that disproportionately affect First Nations children. To drive earlier intervention and prevention opportunities, the Department of Education committed to work with schools on shifting reporter behaviours towards ACCO referrals and support, while the Department of Health committed to better understand unborn reporting data with their hospital networks. 
The October 2025 ACF displayed the impactful work ACCOs are doing, and that ACCOs are ready to do more. ACCOs demonstrated that they are ready to accept referrals from health and education settings and reiterated that they have the knowledge, solutions, and cultural authority, but need sustained, flexible investment and genuine partnerships. 
The ACF discussed that New South Wales has completed a cost-benefit analysis on the impact of culture. This Treasury-led initiative is being used as a framework to measure outcomes and evaluate culture, and the ACF emphasised Victoria’s need to build on this to understand how culture strengthens outcomes for Aboriginal children and families. 
The Department of Families, Fairness and Housing held the ACF on the Wurundjeri lands of the Kulin Nation. Originally, Winda-Mara Aboriginal Corporation was to host the event on Gunditjmara Mirring Country; however, a significant weather event necessitated relocating the ACF. The two-day program was condensed to one, and online options were made available to enable those in rural and regional Victoria who were unable to travel for safety reasons, to participate.   
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