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Purpose 
The 24th Aboriginal Children’s Forum (ACF) was held in-person on Wednesday 29 June and Thursday 30 June 2022, hosted by the Ballarat and District Aboriginal Co-operative (BDAC) and the Department of Families, Fairness and Housing. The Minister for Child Protection and Family Services, the Hon. Colin Brooks gave a welcome speech on day two. This document contains key findings and topics of discussion from the ACF.                                                    
Wungurilwil Gapgapduir: Objective Three 
Commit to culturally competent and culturally safe services for staff, children & families 
Cultural competence and cultural safety are fundamental to the positive experience and outcomes of Aboriginal children, young people and families. The implementation of culturally responsive services is a critical enabler of Wungurilwil Gapgapduir’s success, which requires leadership and commitment across the child and family services sector and the Department of Families, Fairness and Housing. 
Awareness and commitment to cultural competence and safety is necessary to ensure that mainstream child and family services are effectively responding to the needs of Aboriginal children and families. Creating culturally safe services requires opportunities for staff to continually learn and allows time for critical self-reflection.  
On an organisational level, this commitment from the child and family services sector organisations and the department, requires staff members to demonstrate that their practice has changed because of cultural competence and safety training, or by guiding principles that guides their practice to be culturally appropriate for Aboriginal children and families.  
 
Aboriginal Child Placement Principle 
The purpose of the Aboriginal Child Placement Principle is to enhance and preserve Aboriginal children’s sense of identity as Aboriginal, by ensuring that Aboriginal children and young people are maintained within their own biological family, extended family, local Aboriginal community, wider Aboriginal community and their Aboriginal culture. The objectives of the Principle are to ensure that, recognition is given to an Aboriginal child’s right to be raised in their own culture and, to the importance and value of family, extended family, kinship networks, culture and community in raising, — ‘growing up’—Aboriginal children. 
Each principle defines the process of ensuring that, Aboriginal community representatives are consulted and involved in the decision making regarding the care arrangements for Aboriginal children and young people. Specific attention is paid to Aboriginal children and young people, who are separated or removed from their biological family. The Aboriginal Child Placement Principle also supports the importance of increased and ongoing involvement and control by Aboriginal people in Aboriginal child and family welfare and child protection matters. 
 
Social Services Regulator 
The government is setting up a new social services regulator to oversee social services with the primary consideration of reducing or preventing harms to social service users. The new system will also streamline registration and reporting requirements for most social service providers so they can focus on frontline service delivery. 
The discussion in Caucus groups focused on advice on how to: 
· develop guidance for mainstream organisations in relation to achieving Aboriginal cultural safety against the Child Safe Standards and Social Services Standards.  
· Regulating Aboriginal cultural safety in mainstream human services in an informed and culturally sensitive way.   
· Regulating ACCOs in an informed and culturally sensitive way that recognizes the role of culture in keeping people safe 
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ACF Purpose and Membership               
The ACF working group undertook a discussion and proposed changes to the ACF membership and its eligibility criteria, as well as clarifying the process for standing membership decision-making process. 
A vote from ACF voting members was called on the proposed changes.  
The updated changes to the membership criteria are:  
Registered and funded to provide services under the Children, Youth and Families Act whose primary focus is on service delivery, policy development and/or funding of services for vulnerable Aboriginal children and families 
The ACF standing membership includes 2 representatives per ACCO, 1 representative for the Alliance and 6 representatives for VACCA. No changes to the voting rights were proposed, where each ACCO has one vote. 
Voting rights are given to all ACCOs (which equates to one vote per ACCO), The Centre (1 vote), DHHS Secretary (1 vote), Operational Deputy Secretaries (4 votes) and CCYP (1 vote). 
The result: 75% - Yes, 25% - No. The ACF purpose and membership changes were carried. 

 
Background 
The Aboriginal Children’s Forum gives practical effect to the implementation and monitoring of Wungurilwil Gapgapduir: Aboriginal Children and Families Agreement <https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/publications/wungurilwil-gapgapduir-aboriginal-children-and-families-agreement> to promote the safety, health and resilience of Aboriginal children and young people, so they thrive and live in culturally rich and strong Aboriginal families and communities. 
Wungurilwil Gapgapduir supports the government’s commitment to increase Aboriginal self-determination for Aboriginal people and is the foundation on how this government and the children and families sector will address the over-representation of Aboriginal children involved within the child protection system.  

	To receive this document in another format, email Aboriginal Children’s Forum <Aboriginal.Childrens.Forum@dffh.vic.gov.au>
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing, June 2022. 
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In this document, ‘Aboriginal’ refers to both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. ‘Indigenous’ or ‘Koori/Koorie’ is retained when part of the title of a report, program or quotation.
Available at Department of Families, Fairness and Housing <www.dffh.vic.gov.au>



Aboriginal Children’s Forum Communique June 2022	2


image2.png




image3.png
A[bom@mmﬂ
Chilldiren’s,
Forfugm ﬁ




image4.png
Convugar Comperimcy
) (wu SECES REGATOR |

commy sare |

pAtME, MBI SN
T

i g, cviTea carery. iR
R e v o i LT,




image5.png
Caveus FEepBack
| BRSISASAT L s rtiee

3 .&_;u,u:.zm. G e
ncconapiir <525 s, Wmer
SRR e o
e iy~
pe SRR, GOVERNMENT A





image1.jpeg
ORIA | Fomiles,

g Fairness.
et | and Housing




