[image: ]
	
	
	




OFFICIAL

[image: Victoria State Government Families, Fairness and Housing]OFFICIAL

	Aboriginal Children’s Forum 
July 2026

	Communique 

	OFFICIAL


Aboriginal Children’s Forum July 2026 Communique	

OFFICIAL

The 35th ACF continued to share the powerful work that ACCOs and their partners are doing to progress the four priorities in Wungurilwil Gapgapduir. Much has been achieved to date, including the standing up of 21 ACAC teams and four CPB teams. These Aboriginal-designed and led models have progressed well beyond a pilot to an alternative ACCO platform that is now wrapping culture, services and support around local children, young people and their families. 
The forum welcomed Dallas Widdicombe, the recently appointed Commissioner for Aboriginal Children and Young People, and Jamie Crosby, the new CEO of the CFECFW.
There is significant concern that approximately 30 per cent of ACCO-led service delivery funding, across both family services and statutory programs, is lapsing in June 2027. Engagement with the DTF was useful to better understand the current fiscal environment and the budget process. The forum members reflected on additional data and stories that could be used to strengthen the case for continued investment in what works. It was also agreed that securing this lapsing funding on a long-term basis is a critical priority for the 2027-28 budget. 
The forum received an update on the Supporting Stable & Strong Families scheme, which commences on 30 September 2026 and places legislated responsibilities on all Ministers, department heads and the Chief Commissioner of Victoria Police to support at-risk children, young people and families. ACF members welcomed the opportunity to inform the development of the scheme's outcomes framework, including the legislated domain of Aboriginal self-determination. 
The conversations at the ACF are a blend of strategy and service delivery, which are mutually reinforcing. The case studies demonstrate and provide feedback on the positive impact of policy and investment decisions over recent years, particularly around early intervention and prevention. The key elements for the Wungurilwil Gapgapduir Strategic Implementation Plan 2026-27 have now been identified. These build on the progress made to date and the key learnings about what can be achieved through focused collaboration. The draft Implementation Plan will now be refined with ACCOs and partners before being taken to the WEC for final discussion and endorsement. 
ACF members look forward to the inaugural joint Aboriginal Children’s and Justice Forum, which will progress issues around sexual exploitation, prevention and early intervention, and strengthening governance to ensure Aboriginal children and families stay out of statutory systems. 
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