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The 34th Aboriginal Children's Forum (ACF) was a place where the Untold Stories of how Aboriginal Community-Controlled Organisations (ACCOs) support children, their families and communities were heard. Formal presentations from Rumbalara Aboriginal Co-operative, Ballarat & District Aboriginal Co-operative (BADAC), and the Victorian Aboriginal Child & Community Agency (VACCA) showcased what it looks like when an ACCO supports an Aboriginal person and their family throughout life, particularly in challenging times. ACCOs are always there, never judging. It’s about “mob supporting mob”. 
The stories revealed what often goes unseen and is not visible in current reporting and data collection approaches, such as the holistic nature of ACCO practice and the extent to which it is unfunded yet achieved anyway. There was interest in the early findings from the True Cost, Fair Price review commissioned by the Victorian Aboriginal Children & Young People’s Alliance (VACYPA), and NSW’s 30% unit price loading for Aboriginal Family Preservation and additional funding for out-of-home-care to account for the additional time and resources ACCOs dedicate to healing, advocacy, and culturally-responsive services.
The Minister for Children, Lizzie Blandthorn and Secretary Peta McCammon both acknowledged the significance of the refreshed ACCO Rights & Aspirations reports tabled by VACYPA and VACCA, and the value they will have in informing local decisions and funding. Both reports go significantly further than the current Wungurilwil Gapgapduir Action Plan and would require additional government decisions including regarding investment and legislation, likely through consultation with an incoming government given the upcoming election.  
Practical actions were identified by ACCOs, Community Service Organisations (CSOs), and the Department of Families Fairness and Housing (DFFH) to immediately progress proportionate funding transfer at a local level through implementation of the Child and family services transfer to ACCOs - Interim Policy. 
The forum participants congratulated the Children’s Court on the expansion of both Marram-Ngala Ganbu (M-NG) & Children’s Koori Court. 
The forum closed with a participant sharing their thoughts on what makes the ACF effective. 
“This forum functions as a genuine think tank. Together, everyone is trying to find ways to act in the best interest of Aboriginal children. The high levels of trust in the room are what allow people to tell their stories honestly, and that trust is what turns a forum into a place where things shift. That, more than any single agenda item, is why these gatherings matter, and why the work needs to keep going!”
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