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[bookmark: _Toc174692674][bookmark: _Toc236741390]Robin Clark Leadership Award – finalists 
· Dr Annette Jackson, Berry Street Yooralla 
· Conor Pall, Australian Childhood Foundation 
· Professor Daryl Higgins, Australian Catholic University 
· Ninevah Hooper, MacKillop Family Services 
[bookmark: _Toc174692675][bookmark: _Toc236741391]Robin Clark Making a Difference Award – finalists
· Child Protection Legal Policy Team, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing
· Deadly and Strong Communities Team, Victorian Aboriginal Child and Community Agency (VACCA)
· Pregnancy Outreach Program, Launch Housing Women Services
· Refugee Minor Program, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing 
[bookmark: _Toc174692676][bookmark: _Toc236741392]Minister's Award for Excellence in Protecting Children – finalists
North Pre-birth Response Program (ALCC & BUABAH), Victorian Aboriginal Child and Community Agency (VACCA)
Sanjai Kissun, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing
Supporting Your Child Through Trauma video series, Kids First Australia 
[bookmark: _Toc174692677][bookmark: _Toc236741393]Foster Carer Award – finalists
· Allison Main and Felicity Weight, Anglicare Victoria  
· Amanda Hargreaves, Anglicare Victoria  
· Anita and Chris York, Anglicare Victoria  
· Molly Fergus, OzChild 
[bookmark: _Toc174692678][bookmark: _Toc236741394]Kinship Carer Award – finalists
Cara Williams, Victorian Aboriginal Child and Community Agency (VACCA)
Dawn Winn, Berry Street 
Jackie Quenette and Bruce Phillips, Anglicare Victoria 
Veronica and Bruno Alcouffe
[bookmark: _Toc174692679][bookmark: _Toc236741395]Engaging Kids in School Award – finalists
· Danielle Toone, Warrnambool Primary School
· Kids First Australia Early Help Program, Kids First Australia
· Kismet Park Primary School – Prep to Year 2 Team, Kismet Park Primary School
· The McAuley Education Team, McAuley Community Services for Women
[bookmark: _Toc174692680][bookmark: _Toc236741396]Keeping At Risk Young People Safe Award – finalists
Ali La Rocca, Peninsula Health Keeping Families Safe
Hannah Valenti, Anglicare Victoria  
Kookaburra Residential Care Team, Anglicare Victoria  
The Geelong Project, Meli 
[bookmark: _Toc236741397][bookmark: _Toc174692681]CREATE Positive Impacts Award – finalists 
Frances Thomas 
· Holly Ames, Berry Street
· Ibrahim Assafiri, Anglicare Victoria  
· Lara Gerrand, West Justice 
[bookmark: _Toc174692682][bookmark: _Toc236741398]Child and Youth Empowerment Award, Commission for Children and Young People – finalists
· Anna Zhang, Kids First Australia
· Ballarat Kids Think Tank, City of Ballarat
· Next Steps, Next Steps Australia
· Right to be Heard, Youth Disability Advocacy Service (YDAS)
[bookmark: _Toc174692683][bookmark: _Toc236741399]The Walda Blow Aboriginal Children and Young People Award – finalists
· Deb Milera, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing
· Donna Widdicombe, Bendigo and District Aboriginal Co-operative
Esmai Manahan, MacKillop Family Services
· Kylie Bell, Victorian Aboriginal Child and Community Agency (VACCA)
[bookmark: _Toc174692684][bookmark: _Toc236741400]Leaving a Legacy Award 
To be announced at the awards ceremony. 
[bookmark: _Toc174692685][bookmark: _Toc236741401]Chief Practitioner’s Award – finalists
Courtney Hick, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing 
Grace Smithson, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing
Jessica Rutledge, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing
Maddison Wearmouth, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing
Michi Forgan, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing

	To receive this document in another format, phone (03) 9067 0498, using the National Relay Service 13 36 77 if required, or email the Victorian Protecting Children Awards on <protectingchildren.awards@dffh.vic.gov.au>.
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing, July 2026.
In this document, ‘Aboriginal’ refers to both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. ‘Indigenous’ or ‘Koori/Koorie’ is retained when part of the title of a report, program or quotation.
Available at <https://www.dffh.vic.gov.au/victorian-protecting-children-awards>




	
OFFICIAL

image1.png
2026
VICTORIAN
PROTECTING
CHILDREN
AWARDS





image2.png
ORIA

State
Government




